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stifled in the waters but a heavenly light appeared over his body, floating
on the river, and drew many to the banks. The empress ran in to the
emperor, not knowing what had happened, and inquired what was the
occasion of the lights which she saw on the river. The tyrant, struck at
the news, fled in a hurry, like a man distracted, to a country house, for-
bidding anyone to follow him. The morning discovered the villainy, and
the executioners betrayed the secret. The whole city flocked to the place;
the canons of the cathedral went in procession, took up the body with
great honour and carried it into the Church of the Holy Cross of the
Penitents, which was the next to the place where the body was found.
Everyone resorted thither to kiss the hands and feet of the glorious
martyr, to recommend himself to his prayers, and to procure, if possible,
some relic of his clothes or what else had belonged to him. The emperor,
being informed of this, sent an order to the religious Penitents to hinder
any tumults in their church and secretly to remove the body. They obeyed:
but the treasure was discovered; and as soon as the canons had made every-
thing ready for its magnificent reception in the cathedral, it was conveyed
thither with the utmost pomp by the clergy and whole city and interred
with this epitaph, which is yet read, engraved on a stone upon his tomb:
*' Under this stone lies the body of the most venerable and most glorious
Thaumaturgus JOHN NEPOMUCEN, doctor, canon of this church, and
confessor of the empress, who, because he had faithfully kept the seal of
confession, was cruelly tormented and thrown from the Bridge of Prague
into the river Muldaw, by the orders of Wenceslas IV, Emperor and King
of Bohemia, son of Charles IV, 1383." Many miraculous cures of the
sick, under the most desperate disorders, during the translation and inter-
ment of his relics and at his tomb, through his intercession, were public
testimonies of his favour with God.

The empress, after this incident, led a weak languishing life till the
year 1387, when she closed it by a holy and happy death. The emperor
stayed some months in the Castle of Zebac, some leagues from Prague,
hardening himself against the voices of heaven, fearing at first a sedition
of the people; but religion taught the virtuous part their duty to their
sovereign. Seeing, therefore, the things remain quiet in the city, he
returned to it and wallowed in his former slothful voluptuous life. But
he soon felt that the punishment of a notorious sinner follows close upon
his crime. The empire was torn with civil wars in all its parts. The
Switzers, revolting from Albert of Austria, set up their commonwealth
without opposition: the emperor himself sold to John Galeas the duchy
of Milan for one hundred thousand florins, and for money alienated many
others of the richest provinces, one after another, The princes and states,
in the very year 1383, sent to entreat the tyrant to leave Bohemia and reside
in the empire, to put a stop to the growing evils. He laughed at the deputies,
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